Religion 25

Social Justice

Name:  ________________________

While reading the handout on  Aboriginal Issues, answer the following questions.  

TO BE HANDED IN AT THE END OF CLASS!

1. The European occupation of North America resulted in the present day plight of our Aboriginal populations.  What resulted over time because of this gradual invasion and occupation of the Aboriginal lands by our ancestors?  List these results.

2. State the “cycle of destruction” which many aboriginal communities cannot seem to get beyond. 

3. The governments of the time eventually decided to “reserve” lands for Aboriginal groups to live on, but this didn’t work very well.  What was wrong with life “on the reserves” and what was wrong when aboriginals tried to work “off the reserves”?

On reserves:

Off Reserves:
4. Canada has one of the best universal health care systems in the world.  But it still does not serve the Aboriginal sector of our population very well.  Why not?

5. Suggest reasons why the employment levels of our Aboriginal peoples are so low.

6. What is meant when we say “paternalistic views” of the aboriginal peoples?  Because of this view, a foreign education system was forced on these peoples.  Explain the system that was used and list several things wrong with this education system.

7. What is the concept of “Self-determination” as it relates to our Aboriginal peoples.  Do you think it can/will work?  Explain.

8. What can you as an individual do regarding this social situation regarding the continued plight surrounding Aboriginal Issues in this country or in this part of the country?  (think carefully).

