History of Israel
Between 1750 – 1900 BC


Abraham

· Covenant with God

· Known as the “father of a multitude of nations”

Isaac

· Abraham almost sacrificed Isaac for God; proved Abraham’s loyalty to God

Jacob

· Died about 1650 BC

· Was given new name of “Israel”

· Had  12 sons, who came to be the “fathers” of the 12 tribes of Israel

· Joseph was sold to Egyptians to be a slave; he went on to be Prime Minister of Egypt

· People became known as “Israelites”

This was the Patriarchal period referring to the three fathers – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob.  It ended approx. 1600 BC, when the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites.

Approx 1300 BC 


Moses

· God revealed his name “Yahweh” to Moses

· God sent plagues to Egypt

· Last of 10 plagues – death to first-born of all Egyptian families

· Israelites were spared

· Was the beginning of Passover

· Exodus from Egypt
· At Mt. Sinai God extended his Covenant to include a whole group of people – Israelites

· The nation of Israel was born, the “People of God”

· Jewish law formed, based on Ten Commandments

· Israelites freed from slavery go to the “Promised Land” of Canaan

· Judges – warriors protecting Israel 

  - As land was conquered it was divided among the 12 tribes of    Israel.

1050 BC


Philistines

· Fought an un-unified Israel

· Captured the Arc of the Covenant

1000 BC


Saul

· Appointed first King of Israel

· Attempted to unify Israel

· His son ruled 10 northern tribes (called Israel)

Jesse

David

· Gained acclaim for victories over Philistines

· Ruled 2 southern tribes (Judah)

In 1000 BC David united Israel and Judah and defeated Philistines.  Jerusalem became “City of David”.  Dreamed of building a temple in Jerusalem.


Solomon

· Takes over after his father’s death

· Builds the temple

· Began heavy taxing

· Turned to idol worship

· After Solomon’s death, Israel divided again
· 10 tribes in Israel
  721 BC
defeated by

· 2 tribes in Judah
  587 BC
     Assyria

During this time Prophets called people to unity.  Isaiah predicted a leader from the line of David would come to bring peace (like a new branch growing out of a chopped down stump – “Jesse Tree”)
598 BC

· Babylon conquers Jerusalem
· Captivity in Babylon (Exile)

· Jeremiah tells Israelites to stay there, and Yahweh would send for them

· 587 BC – Diaspora – Jews living outside Palestine

539 BC
· Persians defeat Babylonians

· Jews return to Jerusalem

· From now on formed as religious community, run by high priests known as “Jews”; the beginning of Judaism

Two types of
priests (sacrifices at temple)

   leaders

scribes (teach Law of Moses)

356 - 323 BC

· Alexander the Great

· Macedonian, but thought like the Greeks

· Educated by Aristotle

· Conquered much of the Medieval world, to India

323 BC

· After Alexander’s death Palestine was divided between two of his Generals

      Palestine



Ptolemy Dynasty

Seleucid Dynasty




(Alexandria, Egypt)

(Antioch, Syria)

· Israel ruled by Greeks

· Greek cultural influences

· Greek Language

· Galilee known as “Galilee of the Gentiles”

198 BC

· Seleucids takes over control of Israel from Ptolemies

· Seleucids owed Romans (who defeated them) a lot of money

· Heavy taxing

· Greek/Jewish relations were no longer peaceful

Jews split in ideas

wealthy landowners and priests (got along with Greeks)

Hasidim (pious ones) compromises with Greeks was a rejection of Jewish faith

142 BC

· Romans defeated Seleucids
· Jews think they can do the same; are defeated and Seleucids erect altar to Zeus in the temple

· Maccabean War – Jews defeat Seleucids; rededicate temple (This is celebrated in Hanukah)

Jews began to divide:

1. Sadducees – priests; “compromised” with Hasmonians, who took priestly roles, despite not being descendants of David.

2. Essences – deep religious convictions; withdrew from Jewish society.

3. Pharisees – compromise between the political accommodation of the Sadducees and the withdrawal of the Essenes.  Respected among common people; influential.

Hasmonians caused friction between parts of Israel:

1. Idumea – South of Judea; forced to be Jewish; home of King Herod.
2. Samaria – North of Judea; remnants of tribes not sent into exile; mistrusted by orthodox Jews.

3. Galilee – forced to accept Judaism; “late” to accept Judaism, therefore mistrusted “can anything good come out of Galilee?”

63 BC

· Romans occupy Palestine

· Herod the Great is King (astute ruler, great builder, but cruel) 37 BC to 4 BC

· Jesus born during his reign

· Herod’s sons rule after his death (Philip, Herod Antipas, and Archelaus)  Poor leaders; Romans appoint procurators (Pontius Pilate)
