







     Name: ___________

Why Do Good People Suffer?

· Have you ever felt so angry at the loss of something that you cursed and swore at God? 

· Have you ever felt like just giving up on God because of your loss?

In the book of Job (pronounced Jobe), a man named Job experiences an unimaginable loss.  He responds with great anger and pain, but instead of cursing or blaming God, he blesses (praises) God. 

Read Job Chapter 1 and answer the following questions.

1. Where did Job live?

2. How many sons and daughters did he have?

3. How many animals did Job have?  What kind of animals were they?

4. What three things happened to Job all in one day?

5. Despite these losses, Job says “The Lord ________, and the Lord has __________ away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

6. Why would Job still praise God?

This was probably one of the worst days of Job’s life.  Tell me about a day in your life that was terrible.  What happened?  What did you do?

After all this, Job suffered yet another bad experience.  Read Job 2:7-9.

7. What happened to Job’s health?

8. What advise did Job’s wife give to him?

Read through Job Chapter 10.  

9. List three words that would describe Job at this point.

Finally, God answers Job’s questioning and pleas with questions of his own.  See Chapter 38 and 39.

10. Choose three questions that God asks Job.

11. How do you think Job felt after hearing these questions?

All the questions God asks Job about creation and good and evil are intended to make one simple point:

· “You can never fully understand me.  I am too big.  You are too small.”

The author is reminding us that God is a mystery – powerful and awesome beyond our imagination and control. 

Check out Chapter 42:10-17 to see how the story ends.

12. The Lord gave Job _______ as much as he had before.

13. Each of Job’s brothers and sisters gave him a _____________________ and a _________________.

14. How many animals did the Lord give Job?

15. How many children did Job have?

So, that’s it?  God just shows up, overwhelms Job with a bunch of questions he can’t answer, and then gives Job back double everything he lost?  God doesn’t even answer Job’s question about why he had to suffer!

And what about our questions?  Why do innocent children die?  Why is someone we love taken from us?  Why do people die from hunger in a world that has so much?  Why did that plane crash?  Why did our friend die? 

Why was Job satisfied with God’s response?  Perhaps Job’s mind and his heart struggled with God’s answer, and his heart won.  Maybe his heart told him to trust in God’s love even when his mind couldn’t understand the mystery of his suffering.

With Job, the Israelite people began to see the suffering of innocent people as mystery and not as punishment.  In the New Testament, this suffering would continue to be seen as mystery but also as something more.  The death of Jesus – the ultimate innocent suffering person – and his Resurrection led to the understanding that God ultimately brings good out of the suffering of faithful people.

16. On your own, spend some time writing a letter to God, a higher power, or to no one in particular (if you are atheist or agnostic).  Get mad at God if you need to.  Tell him/her about what makes you mad, what isn’t fair in life, what seems too hard to handle.  (I will be the only one to read your response, so feel free to write whatever comes to mind).  Be honest.
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