








Name: _________
Jesus of Nazareth
	Jesus of Nazareth was the son of a Virgin Mother, Mary, and an obscure Jewish carpenter, Joseph. Little is known of the early years of his life, but at age 30 he transformed the face of the country. 

Jesus claimed: 
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To live a sinless life
To be the ONLY way to God
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To have shared the glory of God in Heaven 
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To be able to forgive sins 
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To be a Heavenly king 
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To be able to give everlasting life 
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That he would die and come back to life
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That he would return again to judge the world 


He was crucified under Pontius Pilot. He was buried, and days after his death, people claimed that he had resurrected from the Grave. He sent out his 12 apostles. 2000 years after his death, one-sixth of the planet follows Jesus, claiming to be Christian. That is over one billion people. 
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	Perhaps Jesus Christ deliberately and repeatedly lied and decieved the world. He claimed to be the Son of God so he could manipulate others for his own gain. 



	

	· If Jesus were a liar, then He was also a fool, because His lies only got Him killed. 

· If Jesus deliberately lied, he is a hypocrite as well, because he preached about honesty and integrity. Even worse, he lied and convinced others to trust Him for their eternal destiny, making His lies even more deceitful and evil – making HIM really evil. 

· He lived a life that was exemplary, He had one of the most profound impacts on the world, more so than any other religious leader in history. 

· How, in the name of logic, common sense, and experience, could an imposter--that is a deceitful, selfish, depraved man--have invented, and consistently maintained, from beginning to end, the purest and noblest character known in history with the most perfect air of truth and reality? 

· It would not be humanly possible for Jesus to pull off such a deception, even an evil, demonic liar. Using Jesus’ own logic, how could He have been working with Satan, or maybe even have been Satan Himself when all the things He did were for good and pointed toward God? 

· If Jesus were evil, where is the fruit, all these years later of Satan’s master plan? What did He hope to accomplish through such a strategy? 

· Someone who lived as Jesus lived, taught as Jesus taught, and died as Jesus died, could not have been a liar.
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If Jesus was not a liar, then maybe He was a complete madman, who innocently deceived the world because He actually believed these ridiculous claims that He was God. 

Jesus Christ could not have been a liar. 


	

	· How could a mad man have been so convincing? How could He have made such an impact on the world that we are still talking about Him today – 2,000 years later? 

· What is the measure of insanity? It is the the gap between what you think you are and what you really are? 

If you think you’re the greatest athlete to ever live, you’re probably just very arrogant.

If you think you’re Elvis, you’ve crossed a bigger line.

If you think you are Bigfoot, or perhaps an eagle, you have lost your footing in sanity.

If you think you are God – wow, you have really tripped out! God is an infinite being. For human beings, finite beings, with a beginning and an end to their lives, to think they are God, who always was, always is, and always will be – that’s messed up!

· Jesus said He was God, so on a scale of measure of insanity, if He was wrong about that, then He was really crazy. His level of insanity would have been very, very high 

Peter Kreeft deals with this issue like this, "Jesus had, in abundance, those three qualities that liars and lunatics most conspicuously lack: 

1. His practical wisdom, his ability to read human hearts; 

2. His deep and winning love, his passionate compassion, his ability to attract people and make them feel at home and forgiven, his authority, ‘not as the scribes’; 

3. His ability to astonish, his unpredictability, his creativity. Liars and lunatics are so dull and predictable! 

Jesus Christ could not be a lunatic.
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If He was not a liar, and He was not a luatic, then there is only one other possibility – He was who He said He was – the Son of God, the Messiah, the Savior. 



	C.S. Lewis: I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: "I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God." That is one thing we must not say. A Man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic . . . or else He would be the Devil of Hell. 

Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman, or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.

You must make your choice.
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