Literary Forms of Scripture

1. Literary Forms and Ordinary Communication

Literary Forms?  What’s that?  They are ________________kinds of writing.  Although they might seem to be far removed from our way of thinking and speaking, they are actually so much a part of our lives that we are not even ___________ of it. 

[image: image1.wmf]TV – Watching TV, it is easy to recognize the _____________ between a cartoon, a documentary, a soap opera, and a history movie. (For example, you can instantly tell if you are watching The O.C. or Hockey Night in Canada).

[image: image2.wmf]In our speaking, we use many different types of literary forms, for example:

“My feet are killing me!” – hyperbole (exaggeration) 

__________________________________________________________________

“It’s raining cats and dogs!” – hyperbole (exaggeration)

___________________________________________________________________

“Not to decide is to decide.” – paradox  (sounds like a contradiction) 

___________________________________________________________________

“I feel like dirt.” – metaphor (comparisons)

___________________________________________________________________

Because these expressions are part of our lives, we understand the ___________ of these words.  The fact that the expression “It’s raining cats and dogs out there” is not a ______________ true statement does not mean that I don’t believe that it’s raining hard outside.  It is raining hard, but it is not literally raining cats and dogs.

2. Literary Form and Truth

If we accept the fact that there are many _________ literary forms in the Bible, then each word in the Bible cannot be taken _____________.  We have to understand the literary form of a book or a section of the Bible before we can appreciate the __________ of the statements.  

By understanding the literary forms of the Bible, we are free to see the ___________the authors intended.  For example, in Biblical thought, old age is a sign of ____________ and respectability.  Knowing this, we are freed from wondering if a person could actually live 200 or more years.  (Methaselah, in the book of Genesis, is reported to have died at the age of 969).

3. Literary Forms and the Bible
[image: image3.wmf] The Bible is a book of_________.  It is an attempt of the Israelites and then later the early Christians to express their _______________ and understanding of God acting in their lives.  The Bible is the story of God ____________ people and of people responding.  Biblical authors used available literary resources to share this message.  So, if we are to appreciate the religious __________ of the Bible we must understand the literary form that different authors used to express the truth. 

Because the Bible was written by many authors for different reasons over many years, it contains a variety of literary forms.  Here are some examples:


Legal Documents


Exodus 20 – 27


Court Histories


2 Samuel 9 – 20


Political Speeches


Judges 9: 7-20


Sermons



Joshua 23: 1 – 16


Prose Prayers


Jeremiah 32: 16-25


Letters



Romans 1:1-16 and







Romans 16: 1-27


Contracts



Nehemiah 9:32 – 10:40


Lists




2 Samuel 8


Narratives (prose and

Tobit, Judith 


poetic stories)



Legend (imaginative story
Genesis 13


with a historical base)


Myths (a symbolic, imaginative
Genesis 1 and 6 - 9


story presenting a reality too 


large and too difficult to state


in exact terms)


Proverbs (prose or poetic 

Proverbs 10


statements for instruction)


Prophecy (speaking on 

Isaiah 1:3-31


behalf of God)


Epics ( a lengthy story told
Judges 13 – 16


in heroic or exaggerated terms)


Poetry (narrative, lyric, 

The Psalms


dramatic poems and songs)


Folklore (traditional beliefs,
Genesis 6:5 to 8:22


legends, and customs of a 


nation or people told in story


form) 


Elegies (poems or songs for
Samuel 1:19-27 


the dead) 





Parables (short stories told 
Luke 8: 4-18


to bring out a moral or 


religious truth)

