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Script Exercise

Answering these questions will help you arrive at a blend of character and action. They’re designed to keep your screenplays moving forward as dynamically as possible. Once you discover these answers, your script will be in good shape.

1. Who is your protagonist? What one quality above all distinguishes him or her from other people in the story?

2. What does he or she want? (A person, a thing, something specific.)

3. What’s at stake if he or she doesn’t get it?

4. What does he or she plan to do to get it?

5. What obstacles stand in the way? (A good obstacle is a person opposed to the protagonist — an antagonist.)

6. How does he or she plan to overcome the obstacles?

7. What goes wrong? (If your hero succeeds quickly, your movie is over.)

8. How does your protagonist try to get things back on track?

9. Does it work? Or are there additional obstacles?

10. Whose affections or respect has he/she won or lost?

11. How does the end of the story grant or deny the protagonist the thing he/she wanted originally (in #2)?
12. Does your story have a premise — a clear meaning?
