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RELATED ISSUE 2: CHAPTER 7 
 

WHERE ARE WE GOING 
 
By the end of this chapter you will have to respond to the questions for inquiry listed below and 
demonstrate a contextual understanding of the vocabulary, concepts, people and events listed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Inquiry Question #3:  Which four events of the cold war had the greatest impact 
on international relations after WWII? 
 
 
Use the information on pages 236-240 to explain the term ‘iron curtain’. 
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Chapter Issue: 
 

To what extent does  
ideological conflict  
shape our world? 

Question for 
Inquiry #1: 

 
To what extent did 
ideological conflict 
affect international 
relations after the 

Second World War? 

Question for 
Inquiry #2: 

 
In what ways did this 
conflict of ideologies 

affect societie’s  
and people’s  

everyday lives? 

Marshall Plan 

sphere of 
influence 
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World War II was the most devastating event in the history of the world.  

The chart to the right highlights the human cost of the war.   

The numbers represent human casualties. The physical destruction 

in Europe was enormous.  A huge rebuilding effort was going to be 

needed for the continent.  There was much concern about how that 

rebuilding was going to unfold.  Nations of the West were concerned that 

more countries were going to be lured towards the growing communist 

threat from the east.  As Stalin’s ‘Red Army’ liberated the countries of 

Eastern Europe from the grasp of Hitler’s Nazi Germany, they inevitably 

propped up pro-communist governments.  Winston Churchill described 

this reality as an ‘iron curtain’ descending across the continent. 

 The world emerged from World War II with a new world order, 

dominated by two new global superpowers.  Amazingly, the Soviet Union 

under the leadership of Stalin rallied to defeat the Nazi’s in the east, 

despite suffering more damage (physical and human) than any other 

nation in the war.  The Soviets, as a new super power in world affairs, 

sought to promote and protect communism.  The United States, as the 

other world superpower, aimed to promote and protect democracy, 

freedom, and a capitalist perspective.  These two competing ideologies 

would become the competitive context of the ‘Cold War. 
  

Duration of WW2         

6 years and 1 day 

         

Financial Cost of WW2  

$2,091.3 billion (adjusted for 1990 dollar values) 

Source: www.cwc.lsu.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soviet Union 25,568,000 

China 11,324,000 

Germany 7,060,000 

Poland 6,850,000 

Japan 1,806,000 

Yugoslavia 1,700,000 

Rumania 985,000 

France 810,000 

USA 495,000 

Austria 480,000 

Italy 410,000 

Great Britain 388,000 

Holland 250,000 

Belgium 85,000 

Finland 79,000 

Canada 42,000 

India 36,000 

Australia 29,000 

Albania 28,000 

Spain 22,000 

Bulgaria 21,000 

New Zealand 12,000 

Norway 10,000 

South Africa 9,000 

Luxembourg 5,000 

Denmark 4,000 

TOTAL 58,508,000  

Human Casualties of WWII 

http://www.cwc.lsu.edu/cwc/other/stats/warcost.htm
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The following map of Europe describes some of the changes following WWII: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The city of Berlin, a valuable strategic capital of the former ‘Third Reich’, was divided between the 

victorious allies.  The city was located well within East Germany, which was controlled by the 

Soviet Union.  This reality would serve as a constant source of trouble during the Cold war. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berlin 

American fears of a 
‘domino effect’ in Europe 

Source: Hundey & Magarrey (1995) A Map History of the Modern World. 

“…From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the 
Adriatic an "iron curtain" has descended 
across the Continent. Behind that line lie all 
the capitals of the ancient states of Central 
and Eastern Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, 
Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest and 
Sofia; all these famous cities and the 
populations around them lie in what I must 
call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject, in 
one form or another, not only to Soviet 
influence but to a very high and in some 
cases increasing measure of control from 
Moscow.” –Winston Churchill, 1946 

javascript:self.history.go(-1)


4 | P a g e  

 

 

Use the cartoon to the right to explain the 
following concepts: 
 
Truman doctrine: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall Plan: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain why the city of Berlin was so central to the Cold War.  Use at least three specific events 
to support your response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Germany following World War II 

CAN HE BLOCK IT? 

http://www.primarysourcelearning.org/tcm/1654_Stalin.pdf  

http://www.primarysourcelearning.org/tcm/1654_Stalin.pdf
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In the context of geopolitics, what is a ‘superpower’? Come up with three 
criteria for a superpower. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using your criteria, respond to the following statement:  
 

Canada is a ‘Superpower’! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were a general in the military of the superpowers in 1959, what parts of the world would 
you attempt to expand your sphere of influence? Identify two regions or countries from each 
perspective. Provide a clear rationale for your choices. Use the maps found on page 249. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.captaincanuck.com/ 

http://www.wall-berlin.org/gb/mur.htm 
  

http://www.wall-berlin.org/gb/mur.htm
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If you were a delegate from a country at the Bandung Conference 1955, 
what part of the world were you likely from and why were you there? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch the clip called ‘Duck and Cover’ and use the information on the 
following page to explain the concepts below in the context of the Cold War: 

 

deterrence: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAD: 
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Why was Canada’s geography significant to the Cold War? The picture is an important clue… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Witaker & Hewitt (2003) Canada and the Cold War 
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What happened to countries that tried to break free from Soviet control? 
Use two examples to help you explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch part of the documentary entitled ‘Fog of War’ and answer the 
following questions: 
 

What was the Cuban Missile Crisis? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who is Robert McNamara? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What lesson did he learn from the Cuban Missile Crisis? 
 
 
 
 

Source: Witaker & Hewitt (2003) Canada and the Cold War 

http://www.ywam-
budapest.com/images/ywa
m. hungarian,revolution.jpg 

  

http://www.ywam-budapest.com/images/ywam.%20hungarian,revolution.jpg
http://www.ywam-budapest.com/images/ywam.%20hungarian,revolution.jpg
http://www.ywam-budapest.com/images/ywam.%20hungarian,revolution.jpg
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Use the visual to explain the term detente 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proxy wars were a way that ideological battles played out without the 
superpowers fighting each other directly. Briefly explain three examples 
of proxy wars. (the visuals are clues). 
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Use the following sources to help explain the ‘Red Scare’ and ‘McCarthyism’ in the 1950’s. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://conelrad.com/index.php 


