







Name: _____________

The Gospels and The World of Jesus

How do we know that Jesus actually did exist and isn’t just a fictional character?  Not only do we have the Bible and a long history of Christian faith, there are several non-biblical sources that state that Jesus actually did exist as a historical person.

Read pages 15 – 17 in Jesus of History, Christ of Faith.  

1. Complete the following table.

	
	Who is this person?
	When did they live?
	What do they say about Jesus?

	Josephus


	
	
	

	Tacitus


	
	
	

	Pliny the Younger


	
	
	

	Suetonius


	
	
	


Read pages 23 – 26.  

2. Is the record of past events that we call “history” a totally accurate description of the events as they actually happened?  Explain.

3. “The gospels primary purpose is not to provide accurate ____________ accounts of the day-to-day life of Jesus.  Rather, they are attempts by the ______________ of Christ to ___________________________________________________.”

4. What is meant by the term religious truth?

Read pages 28 – 42.

5. What does the name Christ mean?  Is it Jesus’ last name?

6. Complete the following table for each of the four gospels.

	Author
	Approx. date

When was it written?
	Primary audience (who was it written for?)
	Central themes

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





7. On the above map, draw the following (you may need to refer to your

    Bible.)

a) A star beside the place where Jesus was born.

b) A house beside the place where Jesus grew up.

c) A boat on the body of water that Jesus walked upon.

d) A wine glass beside the place where Jesus performed his first miracle (turning water into wine).

e) A cross beside the place where Jesus was crucified.

7. What is the difference between Palestine and Israel in the Bible? (See the box on page 59).

8. When the Jews gained independence from the Greeks, they broke into three different political factions, all within the Jewish faith.  They are (page 61):

9. Pretend you belong to one of these three groups.  Write a paragraph explaining what you believe about the new Jewish political leaders.

10. Look at the map on page 65.  The green shows the Roman empire at the time of Jesus.  

a) Who was Herod? 

b) What was the Slaughter of the Innocents?

11. Explain why the people of Jesus’ day had a great concern for water (page 74).

12. List 5 common foods found in Jesus’ time.

13. List 3 common occupations in Jesus’ time.

14. What were the social classes of Jesus’ time? (page 85)

